
Survey finds most Americans will still use COVID precautions this
holiday season

Half will ask about guests’ vaccination status and nearly three-fourths plan to only
celebrate with household members

*Note: Embargoed until Mon. Nov. 15, 2021 at 12:01 a.m. eastern

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center

Produced by: MediaSource
www.mediasourcetv.com

Package Length: 1:48

To download broadcast-quality video and other multimedia
elements: https://bit.ly/3q4wInt

Content provided by:
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center

NEWS PACKAGE

SUGGESTED TEASE

ANCHOR LEAD

(PACKAGE START) ------------
CG: Courtesy: The Ohio State
University Wexner Medical Center
:00 - :03
Shot description

CG: Emily Litvin
Planning holiday gatherings

Shots of guests arriving for party
(blur for graphic)

WHILE EXPERTS SAY VACCINATIONS MAKE
HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS MUCH SAFER THIS YEAR,
A NEW SURVEY FINDS MANY AMERICANS ARE STILL
BEING VERY CAUTIOUS WHEN IT COMES TO
GETTING TOGETHER.

DETAILS, COMING UP.

THE 2020 HOLIDAY SEASON WAS UNLIKE ANY
OTHER AS THE RISKS OF COVID-19 REMAINED TOO
HIGH FOR FAMILIES TO SAFELY GATHER.

A YEAR LATER, PRECAUTIONS TO SLOW THE
SPREAD OF THE VIRUS AND, OF COURSE, THE
AVAILABILITY OF VACCINES¹ HAVE HELPED PAINT A
MUCH BRIGHTER PICTURE OF WHAT THE HOLIDAY
SEASON WILL LOOK LIKE.

BUT A NEW SURVEY FINDS MANY AMERICANS
STILL PLAN TO PLAY IT SAFE BY TAKING
PRECAUTIONS OR LIMITING HOLIDAY
CELEBRATIONS.

BARB CONSIGLIO HAS THE DETAILS.

(Nats - Sound) :02

EMILY LITVIN IS EXCITED TO GATHER WITH HER
FAMILY FOR THE HOLIDAYS AFTER HAVING TO
CANCEL LAST YEAR. :04

“I just hope that we can just get back to some normalcy
and not have people fear being around each other.” :09

A NEW NATIONAL SURVEY BY THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER FOUND
AMERICANS HAVE EASED SLIGHTLY ON COVID
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Graphic: Holiday precautions
survey
-Ask guests to wear masks:
2021: 51%
2020: 67%
-Will likely celebrate with only
household members:
2021: 72%
2020: 79%
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PRECAUTIONS, BUT MOST WILL STILL HAVE SOME
PREVENTIVE MEASURES IN PLACE.

ABOUT HALF WILL ASK HOLIDAY PARTY GUESTS
TO WEAR MASKS, COMPARED TO SIXTY-SEVEN
PERCENT A YEAR AGO, WHILE NEARLY THREE OUT
OF FOUR STILL PLAN TO CELEBRATE WITH ONLY
MEMBERS OF THEIR HOUSEHOLD.

BUT DOCTOR IAHN GONSENHAUSER (EE-en
GAHN-sen-how-zer), CHIEF QUALITY AND PATIENT
SAFETY OFFICER AT OHIO STATE, SAYS THE BEST
WAY TO KEEP YOURSELF AND YOUR GUESTS SAFE
IS VACCINATION. :26

“If you're in an environment where everybody is
vaccinated, you can really have a normal experience.” :07

THE SURVEY FOUND HALF OF RESPONDENTS
WILL ASK ABOUT THEIR GUESTS’ VACCINATION
STATUS AND FORTY-SIX PERCENT WILL ASK
UNVACCINATED INVITEES TO TEST NEGATIVE FOR
COVID IN ORDER TO ATTEND, A PRECAUTION THAT
GONSENHAUSER ADMITS CAN BE AWKWARD, BUT
IS NECESSARY TO REDUCE EVERYONE’S RISK. :14

“If it were me, I would require them to wear a mask if
they were coming to an event that I was holding, and I
would be interested in knowing if anybody was
unvaccinated and unmasked at an event that I was going
to attend.” :14

GONSENHAUSER SAYS IT’S ALSO IMPORTANT TO
STAY HOME IF YOU’RE EXPERIENCING COVID
SYMPTOMS UNTIL YOU’RE SURE YOU’RE NOT
CARRYING THE VIRUS, AND TO MAINTAIN AN OPEN
DIALOGUE WITH THOSE YOU’LL BE SEEING TO
ENSURE EVERYONE CAN SAFELY EXPERIENCE THE
JOYS OF THE SEASON. :13

“Be aware of the precautionary expectations around
you, be ready to fulfill them and adhere to them. That's
going to help everybody have peace of mind and certainly
reduce risk as well.” :10

“Being able to gather together just is good for the soul,
being around people, being around loved ones, people
who love you.” :08

AT THE OHIO STATE WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER,
THIS IS BARB CONSIGLIO REPORTING. :03

Producers and Reporters: To download scripts, video and photos go to:
http://www.multimedia-newsroom.com

http://www.multimedia-newsroom.com


ANCHOR TAG
IF YOU’RE TRAVELING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON,

EXPERTS SAY IT’S A GOOD IDEA TO CHECK THE
WEBSITE OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN THE
AREA YOU’RE VISITING, AS COVID PRECAUTIONS
AND MANDATES CHANGE QUICKLY AND VARY BY
STATE, COUNTY AND CITY.

AND FOR THE LATEST ON BEST PRACTICES FOR
GATHERINGS, C-D-C-DOT-GOV² IS A GREAT
RESOURCE FOR RELIABLE INFORMATION AND
GUIDANCE.
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Experts say those who are vaccinated can safely gather
together for the holidays, but a new survey by
@OSUWexMed finds many Americans are still being very
cautious about holiday celebrations. https://bit.ly/3q4wInt

While experts say small holiday celebrations are safe
this year if everyone is vaccinated, a new survey by The
Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center finds most
Americans are still planning on taking precautions.
https://bit.ly/3q4wInt
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CG: Dr. Iahn Gonsenhauser
Ohio State Wexner Medical Center

Gonsenhauser says you can still be cautious and celebrate the
holidays together:
“This year, we're still thinking about those precautions,
we're thinking more than ever about the importance of
vaccination. However, we're looking at the holiday season
as a season in which the threat and the risk is going to be
decreasing rather than increasing.” :14

Gonsenhauser says you can celebrate small as normal if all are
vaccinated and without major health risks:
“If everybody is vaccinated and you don't have anybody
there who has specific high risk characteristics, then you
can have a normal holiday as you would any other year.”
:11

Gonsenhauser says unvaccinated individuals pose the greatest
threat:
“Unvaccinated individuals are the greatest risk right now.
They're the greatest risk to themselves and they're the
greatest risk to the rest of the population as well, including
those who are vaccinated.” :10

Producers and Reporters: To download scripts, video and photos go to:
http://www.multimedia-newsroom.com

https://twitter.com/OSUWexMed
https://bit.ly/3q4wInt
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/
https://bit.ly/3q4wInt
http://www.multimedia-newsroom.com


CG: Dr. Iahn Gonsenhauser
Ohio State Wexner Medical Center

CG: Emily Litvin
Planning holiday gatherings

Gonsenhauser says COVID vaccines are very effective:
“Plain and simple, vaccines work. They're highly effective.
The vaccines that we've seen developed for COVID are
some of the most effective vaccines that we've ever seen
in the history of medicine, there's no debate about that.
There's no data that undermines that. There's no
argument to that whatsoever.” :14

Emily says it’s good for people to be around loved ones:
11:46:16 “You know, the pandemic isolated people. I think
that people need people, just to be. So being able to
gather together is good for the soul, being around people,
being around loved ones, people who love you.” :16

Emily says she feels safer getting together this year:
“We just felt like it was safer for everyone to just not get
together. And this year, we know a lot more about COVID.
There's the vaccination, and we feel a lot safer getting
together with each other this year.” :17
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